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II HEN CxsAik AuGusTus 
— had heard Ackxirrea and 
MECRNAs his Advice; 
whether he had beſt retain 
the Empire, or reſtore to 
Rome its ancient Liberty, 
be at laſt puts the Queſtion to Vel, 
who deliver'd his Opinion in Words to 
this Effect: The Change of a Popular into 
an eAbſelute Governinent has geuc rally beer 
of very ill conſequence : For betwixt the 
Hatred F the Ld , and Injuſtice f 
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the Prince, it of Neceſſity comes to paſs 
that they live in diſtruſt and mutual p- 


prehenſions. But if the Commons knew a 


juſt Perſon, whom they entirely confided in; 
it would be for the eAdvantage of both Par- 


ties, that ſuch an one ſhould be their Sove- 


reign, Wherefore if you ſhall continue to ad- 
miniſter Juſtice impartially, as hitherto you 
have done, Your Power will prove ſafe to 


Jour ſelf, and beneficial to Mankind. And 


this Sentence we find almoſt in the ſame 
Words, in the firſt Book of the Azezs, 
which at this time he was writing, and 
one might wonder that none of his Com- 


mentators have taken Notice of this. He 
compares a Tempeſt to a popular Inſur- 


rection. 


Ac veluti magno in populo cum ſæpe coorta 


eſs 


Seditio, ſævitque animis ignobile vulgus, 


Janique faces & ſaxa volant, Ec. 


And now V1k61L proſecutes his Azets 
which had antiently the Title of the In- 
ferial Poem, or Roman Hiſtory, and de- 
ſervedly; for though he were too artful a 


Writer to ſet down Events in exa& Hiſto- | 
rical Order, for which Luca is juſtly | 


blam'd; yet are all the moſt conſiderable 
: Affairs 


£ 33 


Affairs and Perſons of Rome compriz'd in 
this Poem. He deduces the Hiſtory of 
 . Ttaly from before SaTurx to the Reign of 
King LaTixus, and reckons up the Suc- 
ceſſion of EN EAS, who reign'd at eAlba 


for the Space of 3oo Years, down to the 
Birth of Rouul us; deſcribes the Perſons 


and principal Exploits of all their Kings 


to the Expulſion, and ſettling of the 


Common- wealth. After this, he touches 
promiſcuoufly the moſt remarkable Oc- 
currences at home and abroad, but inſiſts 


more particularly upon the Exploits of 


AucusTus ; infomuch that tho? this Aſ- 
ſertion may appear at firſt a little ſurpri- 
{ing ; he has in his Works deduc'd the Hi- 
ſtory of a conſiderable Part of the World 
from its Original, thro' the Fabulous and 

_ Heroic Ages, thro' the Monarchy and 

Common-wealth of Rome, for the Space 


of 4000 Years, down to within leſs than 


forty, of our Saviour's Time, of whom he 
has preſerv'd a molt illuſtrious Prophecy. 


Beſides this, he points at many remarka- 


ble Paſſages of Hiſtory under feign d 
Names, the Deſtruction of Arrza and 


VEII under: that of Troy. The Star Venus, 
which MAR RO ſays guided AN EAS in his 


Voyage to 1taly, in that Verſe, 


— Matre Ded monſtrante viam. 
32 Ro- 
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Renu his Lance taking Root and 
Budding, is deſcribed in that Paſſage con- 


cerning POLY DORUS, lib. 3. 


C onfixum ferrea n 


Telorum ſeges & jaculis Increvit acurs. 


The Stratagem of the Trojans boring 


Holes in their Ships, and ſinking them, 


leſt the Latines ſhould burn them, under 


the Fable of Their being transform'd into 


Nymphs; and therefore the Ancients had 
no ſuch Reaſon to condemn that Fable as 


groundleſs and abſurd. CocLEs ſwim- 


ming the River Tibar, after the Bridge 


. was broken down behind him, is aal 


painted in the four laſt Verſes of the gt 


Book, under the Character of Tux xus. 
i Inn hiding himſelf in the Moraſs of 


Mint urnæ under the Perſon of SINON, 


 Linoſoque lacu per often ohſcurus in 
ul va 


Delitui 


hoſe Verſes in the ſecond Book con- 
cerning PRIANM, 


— jacet ingens littore truncus, Sc. 


ſee m 


on- 


C51] 


ſeem originally made upon Poupkx the 
Great. He ſeems to touch the Imperious 
and Intrigueing Humour of the Empreſs 
Lrvia, under the Character of Juno. 
The irreſolute and weak LEPIpus, is 
well repreſented under the Perſon of 
LaTinus. AuGusTus, with the Chara- 
Ger of PoN TIF. Max. under that of R- 
NEAS ; and the raſh Courage (always 


| unfortunate in VIx IL) of MARC. AN- 


THONY in TuxNus. The railing Elo- 


| quence of Cickxo in his Philippicks, is 


well imitated in the Oration of Dx ax- 


CEs; the dull faithful Acxieea, under the 


Perſon of AcHaTEs ; accordingly this 


| CharaQeer is flat: Acua TES kills but one 


Man, and himſelf receives but one {light 


Wound, yet neither ſays nor does an 
thing very conſiderable in the whole Po- 
em. Curio, who fold his Country for 
about 200000 /ib. is {tigmatiz'd in that 
Ver, 5 5 


Vendidit hic eAuro Patriam, dominumque 
Potente 1 1 
Inpoſuit. ——— 


Livy relates, that after the Death of the 
two Scivio's in Spain, When MarTiwus 


., | took upon him the Command, a blazin 


Cum 


Meteor ſhone around his Head, to the 
: Aſto· 


. — _ 
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let al: ue vVomunt ' duo 12 empora flam- 


Tis ſtrange that the Commentators have 
not taken Notice of this. Thus the ill 
Omen that happen'd a little before the 


lou, is hinted in the little Accident 
Which befell Acksrrs before the Burn- 
ing of the Trajan Fleet in Sicily. 

His Silence of ſome Illuſtrious Perſons 
is no leſs worthy Obſervation. He ſays 


nothing of Scx vol, becauſe he attempt- 
ed to aſſaſſinate a King, tho' a declar'd 
Enemy. Nor of the Younger BRurus, 
for he affected what the other endea- 


vour'd. Nor of the Younger Cx ro, be- 


cauſe he was an implacable Enemy of Ju- | 
Linus Cx5sAR, nor could the mention of | 


him be pleafing to AucusTus ; and that 
Paſſage, 


As dantem jura Catonem, 


May relate to his Office, as he was a 
very ſevere Cenſor. Nor would he name 
Cicero, when the Occaſion of mentioning 
CREE, him 


Aftoniſhment of his Soldiers: VIx GIL 
transfers this to AN EAS, aye ry 


Battle of Thraſimene, when ſome of | 
the Cexturions Lances took Fire miracu- | 


. & 


him came full in his way, when he ſpeaks 
of CATILINE, becauſe he afterwards a 

proved the Murther of Cxsax, tho? the 
Plotters were too wary to truſt the Ora- 
tor with the Deſign. PT 

Beſides, that famous Paſſage in the 
6th Aneid, where the Word Princi pio, is 
us'd in the Front both by Moses and 
VirG1L, and the Seas are firſt mention'd, 
and the Spiritus intas alit, which not im- 
probably, as Mr. DAcIER would ſuggeſt, 


| alludes to the Spirit moving oz the Face of 
the Waters; omitting this parallel Place, 
the ſucceſſive Formation of the World is 


evidently deſcrib'd in theſe Words, 


Rerum paulatim ſumere formas. 


And 'tis hardly poſſible to render more 


literally that Verſe of Mosks, Let the 
Waters be gather'd into one Place, and let 
| the dry Land appear, than in this of 


ViRGiL, 


Jam durare ſolum, & diſcludere Nerea ponto. 


IAſter this the Formation of the Sun is de- 


ſerib'd (exactly in the Moſaical Order) 
and next. the Production of the firſt living 


Creatures, and that too in a ſmall Num- 


ber, (till in the ſame Method) 


Nara 


1 5 
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Nara per ignotos errant Animalia montes, 


The continu'd Civil Wars had laid Ir. 
ly almoſt waſte, upon which enſu'd ſuch a 
* Famine, that CxsAR hardly ſcap'd being 
Ml . fton'd at Rome, his Ambition being look'd 

| | upon by all Parties as the Occaſion of it. 
He ſet himſelf therefore with great In- 
duſtry, to promote Country Improvements. 
Which ſeems to be the Motive that in- 
1 duc'd MxcxNAS to put VIX GIL upon 

writing his Georgicks. VIX GIL was no 
arbitrary Man : Oblig'd he was to his 
Maſter tor his Bounty, and he repays him 
with good Counſel, how to behave him- 
ſelf in his New Monarchy, ſo as to gain 
the AﬀeGtions of his Subjects, and deſerve 
to be called the Father of his Country. 

From this Conſideration *tis, that he choſe 

for his Ground-work one Empire deſtroy'd, 

and another rais'd from the Ruins of it. 

This was juſt the Parallel. AENzas could 

not pretend to be Px1am's Heir in a lineal 

Succeſſion ; for Axcuists, the Hero's Fa- 

ther, was only of the ſecond Branch of the | 

Royal Family, and HELENus, a Son of 

PRIAu, was yet ſurviving, and might 
lawfully claim before him. It. may be 

: Viki mentions him on that account. 
NDTDTor has he forgotten Pzx1amus in the 5% 

i * 5 Book I 


5 
ot 
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Book of his Æneis, the Son of PoriTts, 
youngeſt Son to PRIAN, who was ſla in by 
PYRRHus in the ſecond Book. ANneas 
ad only married CR EuSsA, Prams 
Daughter, and by her could have no Title; 
hile any of the Male Iſſue was remain- 
ng: In this caſe the Poet gave him the next 
tle, which was that of an Elective King. 
The remaining T70jars choſe him to lead 
hem forth, and ſettle them in ſome foreign 
ountry. ILioNEus, in his Speech to 
D po, calls him exprefly by the Name of 
ing. Our Poet, who all this while had 
\uGusSTuUS in his Eye, had no deſire he 
ould ſeem to ſucceed by any Right of 
nhetitance deriv'd from Jurius Cxsar, 
uch a Title being but one Degree re- 
nov'd from Conqueſt. For what was 
ntroduc'd by Force, by Force may be re- 
nov'd. *T was better for the People that 
hey ſhould give, than He ſhould take, 
Ince that Gift at bottom, was no more 
han a Truſt. Vixeir gives an Example 
f this, in the Perſon of MezexTius: He 
overn'd arbitrarily, He was expell'd, and 
me to the deſerv'd End of all Tyrants. 
Jur Author ſhews us another . tort of 
ingſhip-in the Perſon of LATIN us. A- 
tas, though he married the Heireſs of 
he Crown, yet claim'd no Title to it 
uring the Life of his Father. in-lace. 
J Pater 
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who were not thoſe of Latium; wherein | 


to adopt the Gods of thoſe they conquer*d 


Vet withall he plainly touches at the Of. 


fore for nothing, that the moſt judicious 


ving ſecur'd his Father and his Son, he 
repeated all his former Dangers to have 
found his Wife, if ſhe had been above 


10 J 


Pate arma Lat 1711S habeto, Oc. 


Are VI GIIL's Words. As for himſelf, he was 
content to take Care of his Country Gods, 


our Divine Author ſeems to relate to the] 
after- Practice of the Romans, which was 


or received into their Commonwealth. 


fice of High Prieſthood, with which Au- 
GusTuUs was inveſted, and which made 
his Perſon more ſacred and inviolable than 
the Tribunitial Power. It was not there-f 


of all Poets made that Office vacant by 


the Death of PNA Hus, in the 24 Book Hf 
the nueis, for his Hero to ſucceed in it, 
and conſequently for AuGusTus to 


emoy._- 


* 


 _#xx5s took a nobler Courſe, 5 ha- It 
h 
; 
Ground. And here we may obſerve tha; 


Addreſs of VIR GIL, it was not for no 
thing that this Paſſage was related with 
all the tender Circumſtances &,N x 4s 


( 
t 


told it, or Dido heard it. That he had" 
N been lo affectionate an Husband, was ndÞ! 

ill Argument to the coming Dowagerff 

TELE TD hg 


(1x ] 

that he might prove as kind to her. 
Now mark a little why Vizcir is ſo 
much concern'd to make this Marriage be- 
5, twixt Divo and AENEAS, it was to make 
in way for the Divorce, which he intended 
je after ward; for He was a finer Flatterer 
a5 than Ovip, and I more than conjecture, 
24 chat he had in his Eye the Divorce which 
h. not long before had paſs'd between the 
5. Emperor and ScRIONIA. He drew this 
u- Dimple in the Cheek of Xxx as, to prove 
del AuGusTus of the ſame Family, by ſo re- 
an markable a Feature in the fame Place. 
= The Antients thought the Infant, who 
came into the World at the End of the 
by % Month, was born to ſome extraor- 


K Odinary Fortune, good or bade. 
In the three laſt Lines of the 1/7 Geo- 
gicꝶ there is a ſecret Compliment to the 
Emperor, Which none of the Commen— 
ha. Itators have obſerv'd. VIS GI. had juſt 
helbefore deſcrib'd the Miſeries which Rome 
aavehad undergone bet wixt the Trizmvirs and 
ovale Commonwealth Party. In the cloſe of 
- theþ!! he ſeems to excuſe the Crimes commit- 
noted by his Patron Cæsax, as if he were 
itHonſtrain'd, againſt his own Temper, to 
Sioſe viglent Proceedings, by the Neceſ- 
ity of the Times in general, but, more 
ac nqharticularly by his Two Partners, AN- 
HONY and LFeelbus. | 
_— FTertur 


it, 
_to 


Prince of the Bees, or Heir Preſumptive 


three ſucceſſive Mornings demands Per 
Year's Bees. If his Petition be granted 


mings, the Swarm ariſes under his Con 
duct. If the Od Monarch think it no 


with ſo many of his Subjects, the nex 


Ea 
Fertur equis auriga, nec audit currus ha- 


They were the head - ſtrong Horſes, 
who hurried OcTavius the trembling 
Charioteer along, and were deaf to his 
reclaiming them, „„ 
Georg. 4. towards the Beginning. The 
moſt Ingenious Sir Henry SHEERES has 
obſerv'd thro? a Glaſs Hive, that the Young 


of the Crown, approaches the King's A- 
partment with great Reverence, and tor 


miſhon to lead forth a Colony of that 


which he ſeems to make by humble Hum 


2 
convenient for the publick good to pat 


Morning the Prince is found dead befor: 
the Threſhold of the Palace. | 


Et nati natorum, Sc. 


_ Vireir, has tranſlated this Verſe fro! 

Howtr, Homer had it from OrPHEns 

and OrPHzus from an antient Oracle 

AroLLo. On this account he fubjoir{. 
85 Ad 


—Nulla fides populis nec firdera ſunto. 


n 
Hæc Phæbus, Cc. 


BocHAaRTus, in his Letter to 8E. 


als, mentions an Oracle, the Senſe 


whereof is this in Engliſh, When the En- 


-pire of the PRIAMIDEA ſhould be deſtroy d, 


the Line of AXCnists ſhould ſucceed. Vx- 
Nus therefore was deſirous to have a Son 


by Axcnnsxs, tho' He was then decrepid. 
Accordingly ſhe had RN RAS. After this 


ſhe ſought Occaſion to ruin the Houſe of 
PxIAm, and ſet on foot the Intrigue of A- 
LEXANDER With HELEN. She being ra- 


viſh'd, Vexus pretended {till to favour 
the Trojans, leſt they ſhould reftore Hz- 
LEN, in caſe they ſhould be reduc'd to the 


laſt Neceſſity. Whence it appears that 
the Controverſy betwixt Juxo and VEe- 


Nus was on no trivial account, but con- 
cern'd the Succeſſion to a great Empire. 


VIRGIL, who is full of Alluſions to 


Hiſtory, under another Name, deſcribes 


the Decii devoting themſelves to Death, 


tho in a better Cauſe : And by conſult- 


ing Lrvy, in his accurate Deſcription of 
thoſe Decii, thus devoting themſelves, 


we ſhall find a great Reſemblance be- 


tween theſe two Paſſages. And 'tis ju- 


| diciouſly obſerv'd upon that Verſe, 


That 


That V1x61L uſes the Word ſumto as a ver- 
bum juris, a Form of ſpeaking on ſolemn 
and Religious Occaſions. LI VX does the 
like. Note alſo that Di DO puts her ſelf 
into the Habitus Gabinus . Which was the 
girding her ſelf round with one Sleeve 
of her Veſt; as being according to the 
Roman Pontifical in this dreadful Cere- 
mony, as Li vx has obſery'd. Which is 
aa farther Confirmation of this Conjecture. 
So that upon the whole, Di pO only 
doubts whether ſhe ſhould die before ſhe 
Had taken her Revenge, which ſhe rather 
_ wiſh'd. But conſidering that this devo- 
ting her ſelf was the moſt certain and in- 
fallible Way of compaſſing her Vengeance, 
Mi thus hie as 4. 4 


— YEP Sic, fe juvat ire / ub umbras. 
The Reaſon why He omits the Horſe- 
Race in the Faxcral Games, was becauſe 


he ſhews Ascanius afterwards on Horſe- 


back with his Troop of Boys, and would 
not wear that Subject thred-bare, which 
STATius in the next Age deſcrib'd fo 
happily. Viscir ſeems to me to have 


excell'd Howes in all the Sports, and to 


have labour'd them the more in honour 
of OcTavius, his Patron, who inſtituted 
the like Games tor perpetuating the Me- 
5 14 . = 1 mor y 
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mory of his Uncle Julaus. Piety, as 
VIII calls it, or Dutifulneſs to Pa- 


r ðͤ WY Ow ee 
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rents, being a Foyuler Virtue among the 
mn 2 Fr 


AEneid. 6. 5 
Proxima ſorte tenent maæſti loca, avi þ fabi 
lethum 


Inſontes peperere nanu 


This was taken, amongſt other things, 
from the 10th Book of PLATO de Repmbl. 
Self-murther being accounted a great 


| Crime by that Divine Philoſopher. 


| Principio S lum & Terras, &c. 


Here the 84 is not expreſs'd, but the 
Moon only, tho? a leſs, and alſo a lefs ra- 


diant Light. Perhaps the Copies of V 1r- 


GIL are all falſe, and that inſtead of Tita- 


_ niaque Aſtra, he writ Titanaque &' Aſtra. 
The Platoniſts call God the eArchetypal 


Sun, and the Sun the Viſible Deity, the in- 


ward vital Spirit in the Centre of the Unt- 
| verſe, or thh * to which the Spirit is 
1 


united, and by which it exerts it ſelf moſt 


| powerfully. Now it was the received 


Hypotheſis amongſt the e, ee, that 
the Sun was ſituate in the Centre of the 


Wor Id, PLATO had it from them, and 


Was 


the Gate of Horn, and fa/ſe through That 


__ was Himſelf of the fame Opinion, as ap- 
pears by a Paſſage in the Timæus, from 


V1sGir's Poem taken. . 


. 


Tuque prior, Tu parce genus qui ducis 
Ohnmpo, &c. n 


| Axcursts here ſpeaks to Jul ius CxsAR; 
and commands him firſt to lay down his 


Arms, which is a plain Condemnation 
of his Cauſe. Yet obſerve our Poet's in- 
comparable Addreſs ; for tho' He ſhews 


_ himſelf ſufficiently to be a Common- 


wealths-man, yet in reſpect to AuGusTus, 


who was his Patron, he uſes the Authori- 


ty of a Parent in the Perſon of ANxcHI- 


sks, Who had more Right to lay his In- 
junction on Cxs41K than Powmety, be- 
cauſe the Latter was not of his Blood. 
Thus our Author cautiouſly veils his own. 
Opinion, and takes ſanctuary under AN- 
cHiskEs, as if that Ghoſt would have laid 
the ſame Command on Powexy alſo, had 
he been lineally deſcended from him. 
What could be more judicioufly contriv'd, 
when This was the Aueid he choſe to 
read before his Maſter?  - = 
But there is a better Reaſon why true 


Prophetick Dreams are ſaid to paſs thro? 


of 


* : - 


ffi; | becauſe I 


1 


vory alludes to the 
Ceeth, the Horn to the Eyes. What we 
te is more credible than what we only 
gear; that is, Words, that paſs throug 


he Portal of the Mouth, or Hedge of 
e Teeth, which is HoME R's Expreſſion. | 
Eneid. J. . 749. VIS names not 
dla, Which Was not far diſtant from 
bella, perhaps becauſe that City had 
nc refusd to give him Entertainment, 
we may believe the Author of his Life. 
Lou ER heartily curſes another City 
hich had uſed him after the fame Man- 
er. But our Author thought his Silence 
the Nolans a ſufficient Correction: 
Then a Poet paſſes 5 a Place, or a Per- 
1 


Pa, tho? a fair Occaſion offers of remem- 
; i; him, 'tis a Sign he is, or thinks 
777 . ¾˙ m 
The Word Exim is of ſuch Neceſſity in 
J. e Roman Rites, that a Sacrifice could 
nt be perform'd without it. «© | 
„ Tis obſervable, that in all the 6 laſt 
4 ſſooks, Ainxas is never ſeen on Horſe- 
4 Eck, but once before in the 4th, when 
J. E hunts with Dipo. The Reaſon of 
3 Pis was a ſecret Compliment which the 
0 det made to his Country-men the Ro- 
Nes, the Strength of whoſe Armies con- 
e Ned molt in Foot, which were all Ro. 
o Pr and Italiaus; but their Wings and 
at oY D | Squa- 
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who were Foreigners. 


VIS OIL was ſufficiently ſenſible, th: 
Whatever the common Opinion wa 


for this Reaſon he introduces Jux 


that no Memory might remain of Tr 


belong'd to their Predeceſſors. N 


. 1 — 
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8 were made up of their Allies 


Fro Latio obteftor, &c. + 
| F N 1 2. So 


concerning the Deſcent of the Roma 
from the Trojans, yet the ancient C 
ftoms, Rites, Laws, Habits of tho 
Trojans, were wholly loſt, and perhaj 
alſo that they had never been. A 


in this Place requeſting of Jup ix 


that the People hereafter ſhould not | 
calPd Trojans, nor retain any thing whit 


; Rui 


8 Wen | 
| DAD ARG SEES 4 


R u 4 E 8 


or WRITING 
PASTORALS 


I. H AT an Air of Piety upon all 


Occaſions ſhall be maintain d 
in the whole Po MW. 


II. That the Characters ſhould repreſent 


the ancient Innocence, and unpra- 
ie d Plainneſs that Was then 1 in the 
World. 


| UF. That there be ſome r 


ſome Deſign or little Plot, which 
may deſerve the Title of a Paſtoral 


Scene. 


IV. That there be ef pecially a choice Di- 2 


verſity of Subjects. 


Y. That the Writer would ſhow i in his 5 


Compoſitions ſome competent — 
0 


= — —— — — — 1 2 


« 
* 


0 the ſubj <Q Matter, "hve which” 
makes the Greer of Perſons i in- 
troduc'd. N 

vi That the Stile ought: to be Natural 
Clear, Elegant; 5 it ſhould have 
ſome particular Reliſh of the ancient 
Faſhion of OS as Parables, or, 
Philoſophical Queſtions} or Riddles, 
c. neſther ought the Conhexions 
and Tranſitions to be "ep ſtrict and 
__ _ regaar = 1 
VI 5 That not only the Sentences ſhould 
© be {ſhort and ſmart, but at tlie 
Whole Pikcr ſhould ä 
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